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Dear Ms Stroud

Draft Statutory Guidance for Natural England on Regional Planning & Associated Matters  GOTOBUTTON 
Thank you for providing the opportunity to comment on the draft guidance which is proposed to apply to Natural England in relation to the above matter.  Please accept this as a joint response on behalf of the collective ‘Planning Heads’ of the English National Parks and also from the English Association of National Park Authorities which provides the collective voice of the English National Park Authorities.  I would also wish to support the response already provided by the National Association for AONBs.

General Comments
In general, the strategic, light touch approach of the guidance is supported and it is acknowledged that more detailed working practices and protocols will be determined by NE and its partners. It is hoped that the very good working arrangements that existed between the individual National Park Authorities and English Nature will continue with the new organisation and the close alignment of the statutory roles of each should ensure that this is the case.

The importance of NE having a strong regional influence and significant involvement in the preparation of Regional Strategies is also welcomed as clearly Biodiversity and impacts on the natural environment are not constrained by administrative boundaries.  Close working across the regions on the potential impact of regional policies or cross-regional developments will be necessary.
Clarification on what constitutes ‘associated matters’ and ‘related matters’ in relation to the extent of the guidance would be welcomed. 
The references throughout the document on ‘joined-up’ working and linkages between economic and social and environmental objectives is supported, as it the clear indication that NE will be involved in both rural and urban agendas.
Detailed Comments

Para 4.1 – The reference to NE working with regional assemblies (etc) to play a major role in the preparation of various strategies,… for example ‘Regional Economic Strategies’ reads slightly odd considering the main role of NE is in relation to Environmental not Economic matters.  Clearly it is recognised that there needs to be links and involvement across the range of Strategies, though one would expect the example given here to be Regional Environment Strategies. (The range of Regional Strategies is however, helpfully listed in para 6.4.1).

6.3.1 – Whilst it is supported that NE should seek solutions that have long term social and economic benefits, the way this sentence is worded seems to ‘devalue’ their key role in delivering environmental benefits.  It would be clearer if this reference was re-worded to relate to sustainable development outcomes i.e recognition that by achieving environmental benefits longer term social and economic benefits are also achieved.
Para 6.4.2 – Confirmation that NE will be a statutory consultee on Regional Spatial Strategies as was English Nature is welcomed.  Clarification regarding its consultation on certain planning applications would be helpful.

Para 6.5.2 – Presumably the section titled ‘The Wider Role’ constitutes the ‘Associated or Related Matters’ which the guidance relates to? I would wish to re-iterate the comments on this and para 6.4.2 submitted by the NAAONB.  Although there is a reference to the involvement of NE in sub-regional and community strategies, I think this should be strengthened to ensure that there is an important role for NE below the Regional Spatial Strategy level. Clarification of its role in relation to Local Development Frameworks is also needed and it is not clear whether there is an intention to address this in para 6.5.2 where there is a reference to LDFs.  This is a recognised acronym for Local Development Frameworks and its use to refer to ‘Local Delivery Frameworks’ will create confusion.

Reference to NE involvement in National Park Management Plans would be helpful as these documents are the overarching plan which inform National Park Local Development Frameworks and a NE should be a key partner in this process, under their ‘wider role’.

Questions

7.1.2 – Yes, this is essential to ensure consistency and linkages across the various regional strategies and to inform each organisation when working with its partners.

7.1.3 – Yes – it is acknowledged that the list is not exhaustive, though the Regional Cultural Strategy is not listed.

7.1.4 - National Park Management Plans should be referred to within the test of the guidance though not listed within para 6.4.1.

7.1.7. - Yes – the detail of NE representation at sub-regional and local levels should be determined by NE, however, it should be involved to some degree at these levels, otherwise it will be unable to fulfil its statutory role.
If you require any further detail or clarification of these points, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Chris France

Director of Planning & Sustainable Development






Nigel Hoskin Chairman Nick Atkinson PhD Chief Executive (National Park Officer)

The purposes of the Dartmoor National Park Authority are to conserve and enhance the natural beauty, 
wildlife and cultural heritage of the National Park; and to promote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of the area's special qualities.  
In pursuing these purposes the Authority has a duty to seek to foster the economic and social well-being of the community.

A Member of the Association of National Park Authorities


